How Do the Courts
Impact You?

The ideological balance of the court can affect laws
surrounding education, voting rights, environmental
protections, and reproductive access.

* Education: Leandro v. State — In 1994,
School Boards in Cumberland, Halifax,
Hoke, Robeson and Vance counties sued the
State arguing the school funding system
violated the NC Constitution. Although the
NC Supreme Court has required schools to
be funded to meet basic education needs,
like well-trained teachers and updated
resources, the state continues to underfund
public schools. The Court recently decided
to rehear this case, for the 5 time, putting

the education of North Carolinians at stake.

* Democracy: Harper v. Hall and NC
NAACP v. Moore — In 2022, the NC
Supreme Court ruled that legislators

who are elected as a result of unlawful
racial gerrymandering do not possess the
authority to make certain constitutional
amendments. The case was sent back

to the lower courts to decide if the
implementation of photo ID and state
income tax amendments were passed
legitimately. Considering the reversal

of Harper v. Hall, where the Court’s

new conservative majority ruled that
gerrymandering disputes were outside the
court’s legal authority, NC NAACP may be
taken up again by the Court.

* Environmental Protections: Clayton, et.
al. v. Person County — In Person County,
residents filed a case in Superior Court
raising concerns that rezoning changes
allowed for the construction of Dominion
Energy’s Moriah Center, a liquefied natural

gas storage facility in a rural area. Residents
argue the rezoning decision ignores public
concerns about the facility’s harmful health
and environmental impacts, including air
pollution, increased noise and traffic, and
threats to water sources.

’ Reproductive Health — Following the
overturning of Roev. Wade, state courts
have gained more power over reproductive
rights. State Supreme Courts have

made important decisions affecting
reproductive health access. Judges
opposing reproductive freedom upholding
total abortion bans, even in cases of life-
threatening pregnancies. Those in support
of reproductive freedom have ruled state
constitutions protect the right to an
abortion and prevented public funding
restrictions on reproductive care. In 2023,
North Carolina lawmakers approved a 12-
week abortion ban, currently being litigated in
North Carolina federal court, not state court.

* Criminal Justice Issues: State v. Hobbs
In Cumberland County, a defendant
convicted of murder, argued the Court
wrongly dismissed his objections to

the State’s unconstitutional removal of
Black jurors during jury selection. In a 6-1
decision, the NC Supreme Court found that
the lower courts did not properly consider
racial discrimination evidence and ordered
a new hearing. This case highlights the
crucial role judges play in ensuring fair
trials by examining claims of bias and
discrimination in our legal system.

i, *‘ Where can Ilearn more [u] E H
pormsaeons. ¥ about the courts? Check ﬁ@
out the “Why Courts Matter?” webpage R
whyjudgesmatternc.com to learn more. [=]nsy

To find races on your ballot, visit ncvoter.org/quide.
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North Carolina Courts Explainer

Spotlight

NC Judges are on the ballot in 2024
Judges are powerful. They decide cases
that change lives and uphold and overrule
laws that affect every aspect of your

life. They make decisions in disputes on
everything from education access, your
right to vote, and traffic violations.

You will find judicial candidates near the
middle of your ballot — another reason to
vote the whole ballot, top to bottom.

North Carolina Judicial System
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Court Court of Appeals Courts
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NC Supreme Court is the state’s highest

court. One of the seven seats is on the
ballot.

NC Court of Appeals judges hear

appeals of criminal and civil cases from
the District and Superior Courts, North
Carolina’s trial courts. Three of the 15 seats
are up for election.

Lower Court judges, often a part of what
is referred to as a “trial court,” determine
sentencing for crimes and resolving civil

disputes, like divorce or child custody.
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